David G Attwell
Funeral Directors

An Independent Family Business Serving the
Swansea Area

Caring and Personal Attention

Private Rest Rooms
Chapel of Rest with Organ
Pre Payment Funeral Plans

24 Hour Service, Including Weekends and
Holidays

Telephone: (01792) 650205 or 771390 daytime
(01792) 461959 after Hours

fx’ \ 95 Eaton Road, Brynhyfryd
a6 : :
A Yz Swansea, SA5 9JH.

N

The Parish Hall can be hired for meetings, birthday
parties and other special occasions.
For bookings contact: MrsMair Cornish & 428124

E LG L LR

ARAAAAARRDA

&
.
&
&
.
.
%

A
AL LU OO LT
St Barnabas Parish Hall &

St Barnabas News

The Parish Magazine of
Saint Barnabas Waunarlwydd

Serving the Parish of Waunarlwydd since 1888

October 2007 price 50 pence




Parish Clerav

Rev Dr lan Davies
The New Vicarage
59A Victoria Road
Waunarwydd
SWANSEA
SA5 4SY
& (01792) 874286

Honorary Assistant Parish Priest ~ Eucharistic Lay Assistant

The Reverend Canon Douglas Davies MrsPhyllis Prevel
245A Swansea Road, 287 Swansea Road,
Waunarlwydd, Waunar lwydd,
Swansea, SA5 4SN Swansea.

@™ (01792) 879587 @™ (01792) 879701

Sunday Services Weekday Services

8.30 am Holy Eucharist Wednesday @ 10.30am

10.00 am Family Communion and Holy Communion followed
Junior Church (1% Sunday in month by refreshments

Family Service)
For details of other servicesand
Evening wor ship: festivals please see parish
1% Sunday in month @ 6.00 pm there magazine announcements or
will be a mor e informal wor ship/ keep an eye on the church no-
healing service tice boards

Please contact vicar to discuss Baptisms, Marriages etc.

Feeling unwell or unable to cometo church?

Please let us know. We’d love to come and visit you, pray with you or bring
you Home Communion. If you would appreciate avisit please get in contact:

thereis a pastoral visiting team within the Parish (See Margaret Holland
and Antony Bidder—contact details inside back cover)

Parish Directory

Parochial Officers

Vicars Warden
Mr Gwylfa Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, Llanelli. 7 101554
821202

Peoples Warden
MrsChristine Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, Llanelli. & [101554
821202

Deputy Warden

Mr sLyn Davies 37 Cil-y-Coed Wanuar lwydd ™ 07840757514
PCC Secretary

MrsAndrea Jones, 2 Login Road, Waunar lwydd. ™ 537673

PCC Treasurer
Mr Tony Reynolds, 9 Newgale Close, Penplas. = 589193

Gift Aid Secretary

Mrs Christine Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, L landlli. & 01554
821202

Pastoral Lay Visitors

MrsMargaret Holland, 1 Ffordd Alltwen, Gowerton = 879463
Mr Antony Bidder = 873283
Diocesan Children & Families Gift Boxes Secretary

MrsMary Taylor 21 Roseland Road, Waunar lwydd =/ 873083

Sacristan and Church Flowers
MrsYvonne Williams, 36 Heol Will George, Waunarlwydd. & 537698

Magazine Editor

MrsAlison Sandy, 87, Bryn Road, Waunarlwydd. &= 537820
email: asandy_ict@yahoo.co.uk

Organist

MrsMaureen Cridland 8 Forest Road Pontarddulais 7= 883484

Parish Organisations

Ladies Guild
Junior Church Mrs Sue Howells =

MrsDebraWilliams #® 872759  Mothers’ Union .
MrsMargaret Holland 879463

OO000000000000Brownies  Sewing Guild
(1st & 2nd Waunar|wydd) MrsAnne Tinkler 879755
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DELPHI | BOSCH M.O.T. CENTRE
|  AIR CONDITIONING
PRESTOLITE | VEHICLE DIAGNOSTIC

| COMMON RAIL HDI

AUTO ELECTRICAL &
DIESEL FUEL INJECTION
SPECIALISTS

01792 792010

Nantyffin Road South
Llansamlet
Swansea

Swansea Greyhounds

Presents
Racing every Saturday and Tuesday
at 7.30pm

A large function room is also available
for Weddings, Birthdays and
Anniversaries

For enquiries and competitive prices
Telephone 01792 579368

(Children are Welcome)

_ Curate Cornered!
Priest’s
Corner

| magine a party political broadcast where the
leader of the party says " If you vote for me,
you're voting to lose your homes and families;
you're asking for higher taxes and lower wages;
you're deciding in favour of losing all you love
best! So come on sign up - who's on my side? Somehow | don't t hink
the media would even bother reporting such a no-hope political
message - but they might be alittle puzzled. Why on earth would
anyone want to publicize his policies in such a way?

But at first glance, isn't that what Jesus is doing in his ast onishing
teaching about discipleship? “You want to be my disciple? Well t his
is what you've got to learn how to do:

e hate your family,
e give up all your possessions
e (oh yeah) and prepare for a gruesome death.”
Hardly, as they say, the way to win friends and influence people!

But hang on a moment. Let's try and look at it a different way.
Supposing, instead of a politician, it's the leader of a great
expedition, forging his way through a high and danger ous mount ain
pass to bring urgent medical aid to villagers cut of f from the rest
of the world - like the situation in the Kashmir mountains of North
I ndia a couple of years ago. "If you want to come further, the
leader says, “youll have to leave your heavy backpacks behind.
From here on the path is too steep to carry any unnecessary
baggage. You probably won't be able to find t he pat hway again, the
severe weat her's coming in, so it's now or never; And you'd better
send your last postcards home; this is a dangerous route and it's
very likely some of us won't make it back.”
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Now then, we can understand that. We may not like the sound of
it, but we can see why it would make sense.

I f we've begun to understand anything about the kingdom of God
from Jesus' teaching and action, then we can see that Jesus is
mor e like the second person than the first. But since Christianity
has often, quite rightly, been associated with 'family values', it's
got to come as a shock to be told to 'hate' your parents, wife and
children, brothers and sisters. And then when the instruction goes
even further - that you must hate your own self - and be prepared
to suffer a shameful death (because to be told to take up your
cross wasn't just a figure of speech in Jesus world) then we're
beginning to get a sense of what's going on.

Jesus isn't denying the importance of close family - that'd be a
great talk for one of our Family Services wouldn't it?!' He's not
saying dont live in harmony with your kids - with your mum and
dad. But when an urgent task is to be done - as there is now - then
everything else - all our priorities and ambitions, including our own
lives, must be put at risk for the kingdom.

This is especially true of our attitude to possessions. Many of
Jesus' followers, then as now, have owned houses and lands and
have not felt compelled to abandon them. But being prepared to do
so: to understand that with all those TV 'makeover’ shows, that
this isn't where all our energy needs to be going - is the sign that
at least we've understood the seriousness of the call to follow
Jesus. Any of us, at any time, might be summoned to give up
everything, quite literally, and respond to an emergency situation.
And if we're not ready for that, we're like the tower-builder or
the warring king that Jesus uses as illustrations of what he's
saying in Luke 14 (if you want to look it up).

These two pictures: the tower and the battle carried a cryptic
warning in Jesus' day. The most important building project of his
time was of course the Temple in Jerusalem. Herod the Great had
begun a massive programme of rebuilding and restoring it, and his
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AN NSNS
N October 13
§ 10.30-1.30 Diocesan Conference — Brecon
4.00 Archbishop Rowan Williams - Swansea
%, University Lecture
AN
“\ October 14 (19" Sunday after Trinity)
*4.8.30 Holy Eucharist
10.00 Family Communion and Junior Church
N 6.30 Christchurch Downend Bristol — lan
preaching as Celtic Evening Worship
%, October 16
. 11.00 Coffee Morning
. 7.00 PCC Meeting
\ October 17
N 10.30 Holy Communion followed by refreshments

< October 21 (20" Sunday after Trinity)
%, 8.30 Holy Eucharist
A\ 10.00 Family Communion and Junior Church
“\ October 22
\ lan in Oxford all day
§ 8.30 Holy Eucharist
10.00 Family Communion and Junior Church (last
%,_session before Summer break)

N
A\ October 28 (21St Sunday after Trinity)
“.8.30 Holy Eucharist

10.00 Family Communion and Junior Church
N November 1
§ 7.00 All Saints/Souls Eucharist
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WHAT’SON IN OCTOBER
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8 October 2
%, Home Communions:
10.00 Gladys Priest
10.30 Maria Rees
11.30 Ty Waunarlwydd
October 3
10.30 Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
Home Communions:
11.30 Joan Gammon
12.00 Lil Jones
6.30 Waunarlwydd Primary School AGM
October 4
Home Communions:
10.00 Ted & Ceinwen Rees
10.30 Mabel Evans
11.00 Ashgrove
October 5/6
Ludlow — leading worship at an Alpha weekend:
Ty Victoria

il ddddddddddadd

%, October 7 (18™ Sunday after Trinity)

"\ 9.30 Harvest Festival - followed by refreshments
. 6.00 Evening Worship & Prayer for healing

N October 8

N 7.15 Porteynon — Worship Leader Training
October 9

%, 10.30 Ty Victoria — Communion

. October 10

“x 10.30 Holy Communion followed by refreshments
N 7.30? Harvest Supper

N October 12

N 7.30 City Praise @ St. Peter’s Cockett
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sons and heirs were carrying on the work. But what was it all for?
And would it ever be completed? Jesus had already warned that
God had abandoned his house - and Herod's Temple would shortly
be left a smouldering ruin - and anyway, all the work would have
proved useless when the Temple was destroyed in AD70.

And then there's a second warning, and the two are connected. |f
the people of Jesus time had fighting on their minds it was the
occupying Romans that were their chief enemy - they were longing
to goto war with Rome. But they probably only had a vague idea of
who the Romans actually were, and what sort of forces they had at
their command - and how organized and brutal they could be -
ot herwise, long bef ore they came to blows, they'd have taken the
wiser course and found a way of coming to some peaceful
arrangement. But Jesus' warnings urging them towards peace
seemed to be falling on deaf ears. The Jewish people were intent
on hanging on to their ancestral possessions - and eager for a war
that would set them free and restore their land to them at last.
They couldn't see that Jesus was telling them there was a real
emergency.

Basically, they'd lost their way - lost their vision of what they
were supposed to do and to be - which is why Jesus's warning in
the last two verses of chapter 14 - is the one that really strikes
home.

Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile;
they throw it away...”

| srael is supposed to be the salt of the earth; supposed to be the
people through whom God's world is kept wholesome and tasty -
but if she loses this calling to be salt and light - if she loses her
flavour, what is left? This is the all or nothing challenge that
Jesus is bringing to his contemporaries - and it's urgent - things
are in crisis.
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If you think about it, it isn't difficult to apply these hard
sayings of Jesus to the ongoing lif e of the church today, isit?
(Luke probably had it in mind for us to do that very thing.)

At every stage of its life the church has faced the challenge,
not only of living up to Jesus' demands, but of faithfully placing
these before the world - and these days the post-modern
world is more or less completely ‘unchurched' - not familiar
with the life of this Christian community and all its done
through the years. - nor are most people aware of what's
special about places of worship.

But that shouldn't pitch us into a state of anxiety; it's such an
opportunity to try some more creative ways of getting the
message across than just repeating what we've been doing for
so long. By the way, our traditions are great if they're still
tasty - if they still illuminate the emptiness of life without
God for people desperate to know why they're on this planet
and where they belong. But if they've lost their purpose - and
impact - then we have to ask whether we should still be doing
them.

We have to understand that the world has shifted so
amazingly quickly. And to use Jesus' terms, where are the
towers, and where are the wars, that our world is hell-bent on
building and fighting? And for us as a church, how are we going
live the kinds of lives that draw those around us once more to
the kind of costly obedience that Jesus is requiring? It clearly
starts with us.

Lots of love from us as a family. lan, Sue and Joel.

Nov. 23rd @ 7.30
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