
S t Barnabas N ews 

Serving the Parish of Waunarlwydd since 1888 

2007                                    price 50 pence 

T he P a r i sh M a g a z i ne o f  
Sa i n t B a r na ba s W a u na r lw y dd 

Website

 

www.saintbarnabaschurch.org.uk     
www.st-barnabas-church.org.uk 

http://www.saintbarnabaschurch.org.uk
http://www.st-barnabas-church.org.uk


 

Page 2 

        
Parish Clergy

 
Rev Dr Ian Davies 
The New Vicarage 
59A Victoria Road 

Waunarlwydd 
SWANSEA 

SA5 4SY 

 
(01792) 874286 

Honorary Assistant Parish Priest  
The Reverend Canon Douglas Davies 

245A Swansea Road, 
Waunarlwydd,  

Swansea, SA5 4SN  
(01792) 879587 

 

8.30 am Holy Eucharist  
10.00 am Family Communion and 

Junior Church (1st Sunday in month 
Family Service)  

Evening worship: 
1st Sunday in month @ 6.00 pm there 

will be a more informal worship/
healing service  

Wednesday @ 10.30am 
Holy Communion followed 
by refreshments  

For details of other services and 
festivals please see parish 

magazine announcements or 
keep an eye on the church no-

tice boards 

Feeling unwell or unable to come to church?  

Please let us know. We d love to come and visit you, pray with you or bring 
you Home Communion. If you would appreciate a visit please get in contact: 
there is a pastoral visiting team within the Parish (See Margaret Holland 
and Antony Bidder contact details inside back cover) 

. 

Please contact vicar to discuss Baptisms, Marriages etc. 

Eucharistic Lay Assistant 
Mrs Phyllis Prevel 
287 Swansea Road, 

Waunarlwydd, 
Swansea. 
(01792) 879701 

Sunday Services Weekday Services 
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The State We re I n - 
Recollections of a Provincial 
conf erence on Funding God s 
Mission ,  

Ar r iving on a Sat ur day mor ning a couple 
of Febr uar ys ago in what seemed like t he middle of 
nowhere 

 

(& r ight smack in t he middle of t he 6 
Nations) - my f ir st quest ion t o t he Ar chdeacon of 
Br econ as I st umbled int o t he hot el lobby pr obably 
exposed my r eluct ance t o be t her e: Any chance of 
seeing I r eland-Fr ance? Oops! (alt hough I did manage 
t o sneak up t o my r oom t o see Fr ance s t wo f ir st half 
t r ies, I seem t o r emember ). 

I suppose what I was r eally expect ing when I ar r ived 
was a bor ing t r eat ise on t he impor t ance of 
st ewar dship (yawn). So it was quit e a sur pr ise t o hear 
some of t his f amous out of t he box t hinking people 
t alk about , wit hout which t he st at e of t he Chur ch in 
Wales as a denominat ion is sur e t o r emain in it s 
par lous st at e (& t hat much I t hink most people ar e 
beginning t o r ealize, wit h Chur ch at t endance down by 
31%, and t he r equir ement t o be f inancially self -
supporting as parishes by 2009). 

Before I share some of the content of the conference 
I need t o say how encour aging it is t o be in a par ish 
that does seem t o be gr owing, and amongst such a 
br illiant bunch of t alent ed and har d-wor king people 

  
Priest s Corner! 
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who ar e beginning t o under st and t he cent r alit y of 
mission. But we r e also f acing up t o some f air ly long-
standing financial challenges like: 

Mont hly giving t hat doesn t even allow us t o pay 
our Par ish Shar e (up 6% t o £ 20,110.00 t his 
year) 

The r ecent quinquennial (5 year ly) r epor t on 
t he physical st at e of our chur ch and hall t hat commit s 
us t o r enovat ion wor k in t he r egion of £ 30,000 over 
the next few years 

Paying of f a long-st anding elect r icit y bill of 
around £3,500  

I could also ment ion loads of t hings f or which we 
ur gent ly need money 

 

like st r immer s t hat have gone 
on t he blink, dealing wit h ser ious damp coming in 
t hr ough t he walls, and paint ing/ r enovat ing t he inside 
of t he chur ch. And wouldn t it be gr eat t o be in a 
posit ion wher e we had t he r esour ces t o level and 
sur f ace t he gr ound out side t he chur ch t o cr eat e some 
much needed car parking space? 

This is all par t of a desir e we have t o move away f r om 
t he pr essur e of bar ely making it and being 
pr eoccupied wit h f und-r aising event s, t o a place wher e 
we r e able t o give away a set pr opor t ion of our money 
t o bless ot her s in mission. Again, I m so r elieved t o be 
par t of a body of Chr ist ians who have wor ked so 
t ir elessly t o keep t he Chr ist ian wit ness her e af loat 
when so many ot her s have gone t o t he wall. But (back 
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t o t he conf er ence) what we hear d t her e r eally did 
t ur n t he usual dr ear y and uncomf or t able st uf f about 
incr easing giving and st ewar dship on it s head. So 
here goes (and bear with me!) 

On the Saturday afternoon the Rev. John Leach, who 
at t hat t ime was t he newly appoint ed Par ish 
Development Adviser in t he Monmout h Diocese, led a 
session on cur r ent needs and oppor t unit ies . His 
t hesis was basically t hat chur ches have f or got t en 
why t hey r e act ually her e, i.e. t o change t he wor ld. A 
sur vival ment alit y is all t oo common, and many 
churches are reneging on their responsibility to bring 
people t o Chr ist , let alone t he wider mission t o be 
salt and light and t o make t he communit ies in which 
t hey r e set mor e like heaven.  

I was act ually excit ed (sad man t hat I am) t hat he 
was able t o dr aw some insight s f r om t he sociology of 
organizations t o explain t he Chur ch s dif f icult ies 
(mat er ial t hat I used t o t each t o public sect or 
managers in my previous job as a university lecturer). 
You might have come acr oss t his bef or e, but when an 
or ganizat ion is in decline it t ends t o go t hr ough a 
number of stages: 

1. Denial t hat it s happening (t he head-in-the-
sand, it ll go away kind of r esponse) 

2. Trying even harder - doing the things that got 
it int o t he mess in t he f ir st place, but wit h mor e 
enthusiasm (!) 
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3. I nt ellect ual accept ance t hat change is r equir ed 

 
but in a state of emotional denial 

 
which ends 

up in it st ill doing t hings in exact ly t he same 
way as it always has  

4. Sear ching f or some kind of quick-f ix, magic 
solut ion by impor t ing somet hing t hat might have 
wor ked somewher e else (like mount ing yet anot her 
st ewar dship campaign), but not r eally addr essing t he 
overall long-standing problems  

5. (Finally) ser iously accept ing t he need f or 
radical change and being willing to do this. 

Since we ar r ived as a f amily j ust over a year ago, in all 
sor t s of f or mal and inf or mal gat her ings t her e s been 
an honest acknowledgement of t he chur ch s need t o be 
mor e r elevant and out war d looking, but also (let s be 
honest ) a f ear of change. The f act t hat t he 
Repr esent at ive Body of t he Chur ch in Wales (H.Q.) 
knows we r e f acing disast er if somet hing isn t done - in 
J ohn Leach s view 

 

can be seen as a gif t f r om God. I n 
his wor ds, we need t o wake up and smell t he cof f ee . 
But he was also car ef ul t o acknowledge pocket s of 
hope in t he Pr ovince wher e people are

 

t r ying new 
t hings. I nnovat ion is appar ent ly t he name of t he game 
if we ar e t o gr ow: t he invent ion of new ways of doing 
and being Chur ch ( t hinking out side t he box ). Her e ar e 
his interesting pointers for consideration:  

Less Sunday, more everyday. The t r adit ional idea of 
t he Lor d s people, ar ound t he Lor d s t able, on t he 
Lor d s day is becoming incr easingly unt enable as the 
main way of sust aining God s Kingdom. Sunday 
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increasingly needs to be viewed as supplementary to 
chur ch happening elsewher e (see t he idea of cells 
or home groups below) 

Fewer services, more serving. Meet ing wit h ot her 
Chr ist ians is necessar y and good, but as a means t o 
nur t ur e, f eed and equip t hem f or t he main t ask of 
making disciples (t he Gr eat Commission at t he end 
of Matthew. 28) 

Less meet ing, more eat ing. (I love t his one!). 
Chur ches need t o be places of gener ous welcome 
and hospitality to those seeking Jesus. 

Fewer congregat ions, more cells (i.e. smaller 
home gr oups). To quot e Leach again, Give in and 
admit it ! St op per pet uat ing t he myt h t hat 2 people 
and a dog equals a congr egat ion . Again we r e 
(t hankf ully) r easonably placed wit h t he number s 
t hat at t end our t wo Sunday mor ning ser vices, our 
Wednesday Communion and t he mont hly Sunday 
evening alt er nat ive wor ship/ healing ser vice, but 
t her e s lit t le r oom f or complacency. One int er est ing 
f eat ur e is t hat some of our f olks ar e occasional 
chur ch at t ender s, and t her e ar e lot s who ve lef t 
f or what ever r eason and haven t (yet ) f ound t heir 
way back. Oh boy would you be welcome!! The well-
document ed r ealit y is t hat t he way people really 
gr ow as disciples and indeed f ind Chr ist in a 
per sonal way is not j ust by r eceiving r egular 
minist r y, but by belonging t o smaller gr oupings 
wher e t hey can be open, honest and account able. 
Leach again: We have a sent iment al at t achment t o 
a building and all its trappings

 



Less believing and more belonging. Welcoming 
people wher ever t hey ar e in t heir spir it ual pilgr image 
wit h an inclusive gener osit y of spir it . I hope t hose 
who have been t o St . Bar nabas r ecent ly have f elt 
t his. Ther e s no r oom or t ime or j ust if icat ion f or any 
of us to be judgmental.  

Less certainty, more exploration. Ther e s a lot less 
we can be dogmat ic about t han we t hink . We r e in a 
mar ket place of ideas and honest debat e and 
explor at ion of what Chr ist ianit y means is so 
essential. 

Less policing, more permission. This applies t o our 
Bishops and senior chur ch of f icer s par t icular ly, who 
need t o be per mission-giver s r at her t han pr eser ver s 
of institutional regulation. 

WOW! I f t hat list get s you t hinking, j oin t he club! 
The guy didn t exact ly mince his wor ds. And it was 
t ough t o hear t he challenge t hat Chur ches ar e 
dr iven by lit t le mor e t han self ishness and nost algia , 
but (again) if we r e being honest ? 

The good news is t hat our giving t o God s mission 
(f inancially and of our selves) is in r esponse t o t he 
gener ous, lavish, love and gr ace of God demonst r at ed 
in his Son, J esus Chr ist our Lor d. Giving is an 
essent ial par t of Chr ist ian discipleship

  

not anyt hing 
t o do (r eally) wit h t r ied and t est ed or new f angled 
met hods f or ext r act ing money out of people. One of 
t he ot her main speaker s at t he conf er ence, Robin 
St evens, Nat ional St ewar dship Of f icer of t he 
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Ar chbishop s Council of t he Chur ch of England gave us 
a parting quote from Father Charles Pegg: 

To be an ef f ect ive wit ness t o t he Chr ist ian f ait h in a 
church such as ours we urgently need money to carry on and 
expand it s wor k. But we shall not get it , nor quit e honest ly 
do we want it , unless it comes as a r esult of an inner 
convict ion t hat God is calling us t o t ake a f ull shar e in t he 
work of extending his Kingdom (1959). 

Now t hen, down t o pr act icalit ies. We have a Gif t Day 
coming up on December 2nd 

 

t he f ir st Sunday in 
Advent 

 

and a let t er will be winging it s way ar ound 
t he par ish wit h explanat ions of how you might be 
f ur t her involved and addit ional det ails about our 
cur r ent f inancial dif f icult ies and needs. I don t t hink I 
r ealized j ust what it cost s t o keep a par ish chur ch on 
it s f eet and act ive in it s communit y unt il I had a look 
at t he act ual f igur es. I t cer t ainly doesn t pay f or 
it self and our giving needs t o be way mor e r ealist ic. 
But what bet t er invest ment could we be making t han 
pit ching int o t he wor k of God s Kingdom which br ings 
hope and t r ansf or mat ion t o a mixed up and needy 
world?!!  
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Dear friends  

I hope that you enjoyed Tony Paultyn s  talk 
on the Mumbles Railway as much as I did.  

Our harvest festival services were excellent, and well done 
Junior Church for their special prayers.  The evening service 
was beautiful and tranquil.  Why don t you come next month 
and see for yourselves, you are missing out on a great service!  

Jen has booked our Christmas lunch at the Gower Golf Club 
for the 30th November, so please return menus as soon as 
possible.  

I am still unable to give you the cost of the Advent retreat but 
if we think along the lines of approximately £15.  Hopefully 
by the next meeting on 6th November I will be able to give you 
details, so please come prepared to pay on that day.  Our 
speaker will be Mrs Brenda Lewis and Sedge her hearing dog.  

The Ladies Guild are running a trip on the 17th of November 
to Bath and we are looking forward to it.  Contact Yvonne 
Meredith or Sue Howells for details.  

I d like to thank all who have knitted and crocheted blankets.  
We have given two batches to Ashgrove now.  I think the next 
ones will go to Ty Victoria.  

Thanks to Doreen and family for continuing to support with 
our project box fund.  If anyone has project boxes at home will 
you please bring them to our next meeting.  

We look forward to our last meeting on December 4th.  Ian 
will be with us and several ladies will be getting enrolled, and 
we will follow with carols and festivities.  Everyone will be 
welcome that day as always, and if you wish to bring a friend 
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along, please do.  I would be grateful if you could let us 
know if you do, so that we ll have enough food etc.  

Birthdays in November

  
Doreen Sterio and Gladys Priest.  Gladys is 89 years young 
and still as committed as ever to Church and Mothers 
Union.  We send special greetings to Mrs Esther Vickery 
who has celebrated her 106th birthday this month.  We wish 
you all a very happy birthday.  

Many thanks to those who gave monetary donations for Val 
Newton s Romanian Aid, which totalled approximately 
£100.  

Hope to see you all at next meeting. 
Love and best wishes  

Margaret   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Dear Lord  

Thank you for your many blessings.  Make us realise at this 
special time of Harvest how much you love us for you have 
shown us by everything that surrounds us.  Help us to care 
for those who do not have as much as us and to protect and 
be good caretakers of our planet.  

Help us to be kind and love each other.  

We ask this in Jesus name.  

Amen 



     
Sunday November 4th - 4th Sunday before Advent  
Today s Services     

8.30am Holy Eucharist  
10.00am Family Eucharist and Refreshments  
Sidespeople at 10.00am Family Eucharist Glenys and Jen 
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist 

  
Sue Howells 

Reader at 10.00am Family Eucharist Cari Griffiths 
Server at 10.00am Family Eucharist 

 

Eleri 
Refreshments at Family Eucharist - Phyllis and Mary 
Sanctuary Flowers Today 

  

Chancel Flowers Today -   
We are asked to remember in our prayers today  

All those who live in Lledglawdd Road      

Sunday November 11th - Remembrance Sunday  
Today s Services     

8.30am Holy Eucharist  
10.00am Holy Eucharist  
Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Margaret and Freda 
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist 

  

Ann Tinkler 
Reader at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Christine Hedley 
Server at 10.00am Holy Eucharist 

 

Sophie 
Sanctuary Flowers Today 

  

Chancel Flowers Today -   
We are asked to remember in our prayers today  

All those who live in Login Road      

Sunday November 18th - 2nd Sunday before Advent  
Today s Services     

8.30am Holy Eucharist  
10.00am Holy Eucharist  
Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Andrea and Chris G 
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist 

  

Anthony Bidder 
Reader at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Eleri Griffiths 
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Server at 10.00am Holy Eucharist 

 
Richard 

Sanctuary Flowers Today 

  
Chancel Flowers Today -   

We are asked to remember in our prayers today  
All those who live in Maple Road      

Sunday November 25th   
Today s Services     

8.30am Holy Eucharist  
10.00am Holy Eucharist  
Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Glenys and Jen 
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist 

  

Mair Cornish 
Reader at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Lynn Davies 
Server at 10.00am Holy Eucharist 

 

Cari 
Sanctuary Flowers Today 

  

Chancel Flowers Today -   
We are asked to remember in our prayers today  

All those who live in Meadow Way      

Sunday December 2nd - 1st Sunday of Advent  
Today s Services     

8.30am Holy Eucharist  
10.00am Family  Eucharist   
Sidespeople at 10.00am Family Eucharist Margaret and Freda 
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist 

  

Yvonne Meredith 
Reader at 10.00am Family Eucharist Jaki Truscott 
Server at 10.00am Family Eucharist 

 

Eleri 
Refreshments at Family Eucharist -  
Sanctuary Flowers Today 

  

Chancel Flowers Today -   
We are asked to remember in our prayers today  

All those who live in Mynydd Bach y Glo   

Should servers, sidespeople or readers be unable to attend 
on a Sunday that they are on duty would they please 
arrange for someone to take their place or inform the 

Vicar well in  advance 

 

Thank you. 



God bless you, Caerwyn 
Lots of love on your 1st 

birthday  

From Gu and Gran   
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St Jam es F u n er a l H om e 
(P. Garland Thomas & S. Lee) 
31 St James Gardens  Upland, Swansea. 

also at 
462 Gower Road,  Killay, Swansea. 

and 
3 Gorwydd Road,  Gowerton, Swansea. 

Telephone 643840 24 Hours  

A privately owned business 
Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Please Support those who support us - The advertisers  
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Tickets for the Music Quiz in the Church 
Hall are now available please contact 
Mair, Alison or Andrea, or the Church 
Wardens for tickets (phone numbers at 
the back of the magazine).     

There is also a list at the back of the 
Church please add your name and the 
number of tickets you will need, so we can 
get an idea of numbers.  

Br ing a t eam, or come on your own, it s a 
great night out!    

Under 14 s  t icket s £2 



 

Pa

FLOWERS FOR THE FALLEN  

And hearts are turned to 
stone? 
So -  
Poppies for a soldier, dear  
Will you buy a bloom?  
The scarlet of these poppies  
Won't be fading soon.  
Pansies for a soldier's girl  
The purple of heartsease  
The glowing gentle faces  
Swaying in the breeze   

But who will pick the pansies  
When the girls are left alone  
When lovers lie in foreign 
fields  
And hearts are turned to 
stone?  
So -  
Poppies for a soldier, dear  
Will you buy a bloom?  
The scarlet of these poppies  
Won't be fading soon.  
And take a blood-red poppy  
And pin it to your breast  
Remembering the fallen  
And wish them gentle rest.  
Flowers for the fallen  
And those they left at home  
Wear a blood-red poppy  
Remembrance of our own. 

Roses for their lovers,  
Roses for their wives  
Roses red and yellow  
To sweeten loving lives.  
But who will wear the roses  
When love and life are flown,  
When lovers lie in foreign 
fields  
Under foreign stone?   

Pick -  
Poppies for a soldier, dear  
Will you buy a bloom?  
The scarlet of these poppies  
Won't be fading soon.  
Forget-me-not is pretty  
Like gentle summer skies  
Pick a little posy  
"Forget-me-not?" it sighs.   

But who will not forget them  
When memories are flown  
When lovers lie in foreign 
fields  
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Ty Victoria Nursing 

Home  
Nursing care in a  

comfortable and friendly atmosphere  

97 Victoria Road, 
Waunarlwydd, 

Swansea. 
Telephone: 01792 
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Esther Mary Vickery, nee Davies, was born 15th of 
October 1901 in Roseland Road, Waunarlwydd, and she 
attended Waunarlwydd School and Sardis  Chapel. 
In her early teens, Esther , brother William and sister 
Winifred moved to live with their grandparents at Ystrad 
Isaf Farm. 
In 1924 Esther married Tom Vickery of Pwll y Whyaid 
Farm, where Portmead and Blaen y Maes Housing 
Estate is situated.  It was here that Esther brought up 
her family of three boys Ronald, Leonard and Alwyn.  
In 1953, Esther and Tom moved to Bryniau Duon Farm.  
This farm is better known as Papermill Farm Llewitha, 
and they lived there until her husband died.  In 1986, 
Esther moved back to  her home village of Waunarlwydd 
to live in Swansea Road and for the last 2 years Esther 
has lived at Ty Waunarlwydd. 


