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Sunday Services Weekday Services
8.30 am Holy Eucharist Wednesday @ 10.30am

10.00 am Family Communion and Holy Communion followed
Junior Church (1% Sunday in month by refreshments

Family Service)
For details of other servicesand
Evening wor ship: festivals please see parish
1% Sunday in month @ 6.00 pm there magazine announcements or
will be a mor e informal wor ship/ keep an eye on the church no-
healing service tice boards

Please contact vicar to discuss Baptisms, Marriages etc.

Feeling unwell or unable to cometo church?

Please let us know. We’d love to come and visit you, pray with you or bring
you Home Communion. If you would appreciate a visit please get in contact:

there is a pastoral visiting team within the Parish (See Margaret Holland
and Antony Bidder—contact details inside back cover)
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vessssssssss Priest's Corner!

‘The State We're In' -
Recollections of a Provincial
conf erence on '‘Funding God's
Mission’,

Arriving on a Saturday morning a couple
f Februarys ago in what seemed like the middle of
owhere - (& right smack in the middle of the 6
ations) - my first question to the Archdeacon of
recon as | stumbled into the hotel lobby probably:
exposed my reluctance to be there: '‘Any chance of :
seeing I reland-France? Oops! (although | did manage §
to sneak up to my room to see France's two first half
tries, | seemtoremember..).
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| suppose what | was really expecting when | arrived
was a boring treatise on the importance of
‘st ewar dship’ (yawn). So it was quite a surprise to hear
+ some of this famous "out of the box" thinking people ¢
:talk about, without which the state of the Church in:
¢ Wales as a denomination is sure to remain in its$
¢ parlous state (& that much | think most people are &
ibeginning to realize, with Church attendance down by «
:31%, and the requirement to be financially self-
¢ supporting as parishes by 2009).
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+ Before | share some of the content of the conference ¢
:I need to say how encouraging it is to be in a parish :
¢ that does seem to be growing, and amongst such a g

Ebrilliant bunch of talented and hard-working peoplei
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¢ who are beginning to understand the centrality of
¢ mission. But we're also facing up to some fairly long-
¢ standing financial challenges like:

e Monthly giving that doesn't even allow us to pay
our Parish Share (up 6% to £20,110.00 this
year)

. The recent quinquennial (5 yearly) report on
the physical state of our church and hall that commits
us to renovation work in the region of £30,000 over
the next few years

e Paying off a long-standing electricity bill of
around £3,500
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| could also mention loads of things for which we ¢
urgently need money - like strimmers that have gone
on the blink, dealing with serious damp coming ins
through the walls, and painting/ renovating the insidei
of the church. And wouldn't it be great to be in as
position where we had the resources to level and
surface the ground outside the church to create some §
much needed car parking space?
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¢ Thisis all part of a desire we have to move away from ¢
tthe pressure of ‘'barely making it'" and being $
: preoccupied with fund-raising events, to a place where :
iwe‘re able to give away a set proportion of our money:
sto bless ot hers in mission. Again, | 'm so relieved to be :
¢part of a body of Christians who have worked so ¢
s tirelessly to keep the Christian witness here afloat §
Ewhen so many others have gone to the wall. But (back E
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Jto the conference) what we heard there really did:
¢ turnthe usual dreary and uncomf ortable stuff about
iincreasing giving and stewardship on its head. So §
: here goes (and bear with me!)

(2 24
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i On the Saturday afternoon the Rev. John Leach, who I
¢at that time was the newly appointed Parish §
. Development Adviser in the Monmout h Diocese, led as
isession on ‘current needs and opportunities'’. Hisi
:thesis was basically that churches have forgotten:
¢ why they're actually here, i.e. to change the world. A
¢ survival mentality is all too common, and many &
i churches are reneging on their responsibility to bring i
:people to Christ, let alone the wider mission to be:
¢ 'salt and light” and to make the communities in which ¢
< they're set more like heaven.

(22 &4

| was actually excited (sad man that | am) that he
¢ was able to draw some insights from the sociology of
¢ organizations to explain the Church's difficulties §
¢ (material that | used to teach to public sector &
. managers in my previous job as a university lecturer).
iYou might have come across this before, but when an
:organization is in decline it tends to go through a
< number of stages:
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1. Denial that it's happening (the head-in-the-
sand, "it'll go away" kind of response)

2. Trying even harder - doing the things that got
it into the mess in the first place, but with more
enthusiasm (!)
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3. Intellectual acceptance that change is required :

- but in a state of emotional denial - which ends

up in it still doing things in exactly the same

way as it always has :

.

.

4. Searching for some kind of quick-fix, magic §
solution by importing something that might have §

worked somewhere else (like mounting yet another ¢
tewardship campaign), but not really addressing the +
verall long-standing problems

o w0

5. (Finally) seriously accepting the need for
radical change and being willing to do this.

Since we arrived as a family just over ayear ago, in all
sorts of formal and informal gatherings there's been o
an honest acknowledgement of the church's need to be .
¢+ more relevant and outward looking, but also (let's bez
¢honest) a fear of change. The fact that the}
¢ Representative Body of the Church in Wales (H.Q.) ¢
< knows we're facing disaster if somethingisnt done - in &
¢ John Leach's view - can be seen as a gift from God. I n .
> " u ®
: his words, "we need to wake up and smell the cof f ee”.

¢ But he was also careful to acknowledge pockets of
¢ hope in the Province where people are trying new ¢
¢ things. 'I nnovation' is apparently the name of the game
2if we are to grow: the invention of new ways of doing :
E and being Church (‘thinking outside the box'). Here are ¢
: his interesting pointers for consideration: :
. .
? Less Sunday, more everyday. The traditional idea of :
§'the Lord's people, around the Lord's table, on the§
:Lord's day' is becoming increasingly untenable as the:

¢main way of sustaining God's Kingdom. Sunday §
: :
(222222 2 222222222 2222222222222 2222 22 2222 2 2 X 4
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: increasingly needs to be viewed as supplementary to :
< church happening elsewhere (see the idea of ‘cells’ §

¢ or home groups below)
L 2

iFewer services, more serving. Meeting with ot her
¢ Christians is necessary and good, but as a means to
s nurture, feed and equip them for the main task of
:making disciples (the Great Commission at the end
z of Matthew. 28)

.
¢ Less meeting, more eating. (I love this one!).

< Churches need to be places of generous welcome
E and hospitality to those seeking Jesus.

(2 2422222222222 222222222224

L 4
¢ Fewer congregations, more ‘cells’ (i.e. smaller
< home groups). To quote Leach again, “"Give in and ¢
Eadmit it! Stop perpetuating the myth that 2 peoplei
:and a dog equals a congregation”. Again we're:
¢ (thankfully) reasonably placed with the numbers ¢
¢ that attend our two Sunday morning services, our §
¢ Wednesday Communion and the monthly Sunday ¢
ievening alternative worship/healing service, but
:there‘s little room for complacency. One interesting ¢
:feat ure is that some of our folks are occasional:
¢ church attenders, and there are lots who've ‘left’
¢ for whatever reason and haven't (yet) found their
:Way back. Oh boy would you be welcome!! The well-
L 4 . .
:documented reality is that the way people really:
$grow as disciples and indeed find Christ in ag
¢ personal way is not just by receiving regular g
¢ ministry, but by belonging to smaller groupings &
:where they can be open, honest and accountable.:
i Leach again: "We have a sentimental attachment toi
ta building and all its trappings” 4
(222 22222222222 X222 2222 22X 22 22 222222222 2 X4
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¢ Less believing and more belonging. Welcoming ¢
¢ people wherever they are in their spiritual pilgrimage $
¢ with an inclusive generosity of spirit. | hope those $
< who have been to St. Barnabas recently have felt :
:this. There's no room or time or justification for any ¢
¢ of us to be judgmental.

L 2
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+ Less certainty, more exploration. "Theres a lot less o
iwe can be dogmatic about than we think”. We're in ai
: market place of ideas and honest debate and :
¢ exploration of what Christianity means is so

¢ essential.
-

L 4

¢ Less policing, more permission. This applies to our
¢ Bishops and senior church officers particularly, who
¢ need to be 'permission-givers' rather than preservers §

¢ of institutional regulation.
.

L 4

T WOW! If that list gets you thinking, join the club! $
¢ The guy didn't exactly mince his words. And it was §
Stough to hear the challenge that “Churches are ¢

000000000
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.’ . . . RS
:drlven by little more than selfishness and nostalgia“, :
: but (again) if we're being honest ...? :
: :

2 The good news is that our giving to God's mission ¢
:(financially and of ourselves) is in response to thei
¢ generous, lavish, love and grace of God demonstrated :
¢in his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. '‘Giving' is an
¢ essential part of Christian discipleship - not anything &
‘to do (really) with tried and tested or new fangled:
Emethods for extracting money out of people. One of z
:the other main speakers at the conference, Robin:

¢ Stevens, National Stewardship Officer of the

s
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:Archbishop’s Council of the Church of England gave us ¢

< a parting quote from Father Charles Pegg:
*

:To be an effective witness to the Christian faith in ae
i church such as ours we urgently need money to carry on and i
o expand its work. But we shall not get it, nor quite honestly ¢
¢ do we want it, unless it comes as a result of an inner ¢
E(meCﬂonthm GodiscmHngustotakeaqushweinthe:
: work of extending his Kingdom (1959).

L 4
< Now then, down to practicalities. We have a Gift Day §

:coming up on December 2" - the first Sunday ine
iAdvent - and a letter will be winging its way around ¢
:the parish with explanations of how you might be
¢ further involved and additional details about our
< current financial dif ficulties and needs. | don't think I
¢ realized just what it costs to keep a parish church on ¢
¢ its feet and active in its community until | had a Iooki
at the actual figures. It certainly doesn't pay for:
¢itself and our giving needs to be way more realistic. §
¢ But what better investment could we be making than &
:pitching into the work of God's Kingdom which brings:
¢ hope and transformation to a mixed up and needy ¢
¢ world?!!
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Mothers' Union News

Dear friends

@O’( HERg-
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i | hope that you enjoyed Tony Paultyn’s talk
on the Mumbles Railway as much as | did.
Our harvest festival services were excellent, and well done
Junior Church for their special prayers. The evening service
was beautiful and tranquil. Why don’t you come next month
and see for yourselves, you are missing out on agreat servicel

Jen has booked our Christmas lunch at the Gower Golf Club
for the 30" November, so please return menus as soon as
possible.

| am still unable to give you the cost of the Advent retreat but
if we think along the lines of approximately £15. Hopefully
by the next meeting on 6™ November | will be able to give you
details, so please come prepared to pay on that day. Our
speaker will be Mrs Brenda L ewis and Sedge her hearing dog.

The Ladies Guild are running atrip on the 17" of November
to Bath and we are looking forward to it. Contact Yvonne
Meredith or Sue Howells for details.

I°d like to thank all who have knitted and crocheted blankets.
We have given two batchesto Ashgrove now. | think the next
oneswill goto Ty Victoria.

Thanks to Doreen and family for continuing to support with
our project box fund. If anyone has project boxes at home will
you please bring them to our next meeting.

We look forward to our last meeting on December 4™. l1an
will be with us and several ladies will be getting enrolled, and
we will follow with carols and festivities. Everyone will be
welcome that day as always, and if you wish to bring afriend
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along, please do. | would be grateful if you could let us
know if you do, so that we’ll have enough food etc.

Birthdaysin November

Doreen Sterio and Gladys Priest. Gladysis 89 years young
and still as committed as ever to Church and Mothers’
Union. We send special greetings to Mrs Esther Vickery
who has celebrated her 106™ birthday this month. We wish
you all avery happy birthday.

Many thanks to those who gave monetary donations for Val
Newton’s Romanian Aid, which totalled approximately
£100.

Hope to see you all at next meeting.
Love and best wishes

Margaret

Dear Lord

Thank you for your many blessings. Make usrealise at this
specia time of Harvest how much you love us for you have
shown us by everything that surrounds us. Help usto care
for those who do not have as much as us and to protect and
be good caretakers of our planet.

Help usto be kind and love each other.

We ask thisin Jesus’ name.
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Amen
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Parish Rota

Sunday November 4th - 4th Sunday before Advent
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Family Eucharist and Refreshments
Sidespeople at 10.00am Family Eucharist Glenys and Jen
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Sue Howells
Reader at 10.00am Family Eucharist Cari Griffiths
Server at 10.00am Family Eucharist — Eleri
Refreshments at Family Eucharist - Phyllis and Mary
Sanctuary Flowers Today —
Chancel Flowers Today -
We are asked to remember in our prayers today
All those who live in Lledglawdd Road

Sunday November 11th - Remembrance Sunday
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist
Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Margaret and Freda
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Ann Tinkler
Reader at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Christine Hedley
Server at 10.00am Holy Eucharist — Sophie
Sanctuary Flowers Today —
Chancel Flowers Today -
We are asked to remember in our prayers today
All those who live in Login Road

Sunday November 18th - 2nd Sunday before Advent
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist
Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Andrea and Chris G
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Anthony Bidder
Reader at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Eleri Griffiths
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Server at 10.00am Holy Eucharist — Richard
Sanctuary Flowers Today —
Chancel Flowers Today -
We are asked to remember in our prayers today
All those who live in Maple Road

Sunday November 25th
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist
Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Glenys and Jen
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Mair Cornish
Reader at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Lynn Davies
Server at 10.00am Holy Eucharist — Cari
Sanctuary Flowers Today —
Chancel Flowers Today -
We are asked to remember in our prayers today
All those who live in Meadow Way

Sunday December 2nd - 1st Sunday of Advent
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Family Eucharist
Sidespeople at 10.00am Family Eucharist Margaret and Freda
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Yvonne Meredith
Reader at 10.00am Family EucharistJaki Truscott
Server at 10.00am Family Eucharist — Eleri
Refreshments at Family Eucharist -
Sanctuary Flowers Today —
Chancel Flowers Today -

We are asked to remember in our prayers today

All those who live in Mynydd Bach y Glo

Should servers, sidespeople or reader s be unable to attend
on a Sunday that they are on duty would they please
arrange for someoneto taketheir place or inform the

Vicar well in advance - Thank you.

raye Lo
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God bless you, Caerwyn
Lots of Jove on,your 1st
birthday

From Gu and Gran
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St James Funeral Home

(P. Garland Thomas & S. Lee)

31 St James Gardens Upland, Swansea.
also at
462 Gower Road, Killay, Swansea.
and
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3 Gorwydd Road, Gowerton, Swansea.
Telephone 643840—24 Hours

A privately owned business
Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans
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Mussic Quiz!
£5 per person
(includes food)

Nov. 23rd @ 7.30

Tickets for the Music Quiz in the Church
Hall are now available—please contact
Mair, Alison or Andrea, or the Church
Wardens for tickets (phone numbers at
the back of the magazine).

There is also a list at the back of the
Church—please add your name and the
number of tickets you will need, so we can
get an idea of numbers.

Bring ateam, or come on your own, it's a
great night out!

Under 14's tickets—£2
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Roses for their lovers,

Roses for their wives

Roses red and yellow

To sweeten loving lives.

But who will wear the roses
When love and life are flown,
When loversliein foreign
fields

Under foreign stone?

Pick -

Poppies for asoldier, dear
Will you buy a bloom?

The scarlet of these poppies
Won't be fading soon.
Forget-me-not is pretty
Like gentle summer skies
Pick alittle posy
"Forget-me-not?' it sighs.

But who will not forget them
When memories are flown
When loversliein foreign
fields

And hearts are turned to
stone?

<o -

Poppiesfor asoldier, dear
Will you buy a bloom?
The scarlet of these poppies
Won't be fading soon.
Pansies for asoldier's girl
The purple of heartsease
The glowing gentle faces
Swaying in the breeze

But who will pick the pansies
When the girls are |eft alone
When loversliein foreign
fields

And hearts are turned to
stone?

<0 -

Poppies for asoldier, dear
Will you buy a bloom?

The scarlet of these poppies
Won't be fading soon.

And take a blood-red poppy
And pin it to your breast
Remembering the fallen
And wish them gentle rest.
Flowersfor the fallen

And those they left at home
Wear a blood-red poppy
Remembrance of our own.

i i R

FLOWERSFOR THE FALLEN
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Ty Victoria Nursing
Home

Nursingcarein a
comfortable and friendly atmosphere

97 Victoria Road,
Waunarlwydd,
Swansea.

Telephone: 01792




Happy Birthday!

Esther Mary Vickery, nee Davies, was born 15th of
October 1901 in Roseland Road, Waunarlwydd, and she
attended Waunarlwydd School and Sardis Chapel.

In her early teens, Esther , brother William and sister
Winifred moved to live with their grandparents at Ystrad
Isaf Farm.

In 1924 Esther married Tom Vickery of Pwll y Whyaid
Farm, where Portmead and Blaen y Maes Housing
Estate is situated. It was here that Esther brought up
her family of three boys—Ronald, Leonard and Alwyn.

In 1953, Esther and Tom moved to Bryniau Duon Farm.
This farm is better known as Papermill Farm Llewitha,
and they lived there until her husband died. In 1986,
Esther moved back to her home village of Waunarlwydd
to live in Swansea Road and for the last 2 years Esther
has lived at Ty Waunarlwydd.
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