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The Parish Hall can be hired for meetings, birthday
parties and other special occasions.
For bookings contact: MrsMair Cornish & 428124
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St Barnabas News

The Parish Magazine of
Saint Barnabas Waunarlwydd

DaV|d G Attwell
Funeral Directors
An Independent Family Business Serving the
Swansea Area —
Caring and Personal Attention -I- —_—
Private Rest Rooms I o
Chapel of Rest with Organ
Pre Payment Funeral Plans
24 Hour Service, Including Weekends and
Holidays
Telephone: (01792) 650205 or 771390 daytime
/’;‘\\ (01792) 461959 after Hours
}\» 95 Eaton Road, Brynhyfryd,
i\lﬁ Swansea, SA5 9JH.

Website:

Serving the Parish of Waunarlwydd since 1888

February 2008  price 50 pence



http://www.saintbarnabaschurch.org.uk

Parish Clerav

Rev Dr lan Davies
The New Vicarage
59A Victoria Road
Waunarwydd
SWANSEA
SA5 4SY
& (01792) 874286

Honorary Assistant Parish Priest ~ Eucharistic Lay Assistant

The Reverend Canon Douglas Davies MrsPhyllis Prevel
245A Swansea Road, 287 Swansea Road,
Waunarlwydd, Waunar lwydd,
Swansea, SA5 4SN Swansea.

@™ (01792) 879587 @™ (01792) 879701

Sunday Services Weekday Services

8.30 am Holy Eucharist Wednesday @ 10.30am

10.00 am Family Communion and Holy Communion followed
Junior Church (1% Sunday in month by refreshments

Family Service)
For details of other servicesand
Evening wor ship: festivals please see parish
1% Sunday in month @ 6.00 pm there magazine announcements or
will be a mor e informal wor ship/ keep an eye on the church no-
healing service tice boards

Please contact vicar to discuss Baptisms, Marriages etc.

Feeling unwell or unable to cometo church?

Please let us know. We’d love to come and visit you, pray with you or bring
you Home Communion. If you would appreciate avisit please get in contact:

thereis a pastoral visiting team within the Parish (See Margaret Holland
and Antony Bidder—contact details inside back cover)

Parish Directory

Parochial Officers

Vicars Warden
Mr Gwylfa Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, Llanelli. 7 101554
821202

Peoples Warden
MrsChristine Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, Llanelli. & [101554
821202

Deputy Warden

Mr sLyn Davies 37 Cil-y-Coed Wanuar lwydd ™ 07770834815
PCC Secretary

MrsAndrea Jones, 2 Login Road, Waunar lwydd. ™ 537673

PCC Treasurer
Mr Tony Reynolds, 9 Newgale Close, Penplas. = 589193

Gift Aid Secretary

Mrs Christine Griffiths, Glyngwernen House, L landlli. & 01554
821202

Pastoral Lay Visitors

MrsMargaret Holland, 1 Ffordd Alltwen, Gowerton = 879463
Mr Antony Bidder = 874349
Diocesan Children & Families Gift Boxes Secretary

MrsMary Taylor 21 Roseland Road, Waunar lwydd =/ 873083

Sacristan and Church Flowers
MrsYvonne Williams, 36 Heol Will George, Waunarlwydd. & 537698

Magazine Editor

MrsAlison Sandy, 87, Bryn Road, Waunarlwydd. &= 537820
email: asandy_ict@yahoo.co.uk or alisonsandy9@googlemail.com
Organist

MrsMaureen Cridland 8 Forest Road Pontarddulais 7™ 883484

Parish Organisations

Ladies Guild
Junior Church Mrs Sue Howells =

MrsDebraWilliams #® 872759  Mothers’ Union .
MrsMargaret Holland 879463

OO000000000000Brownies  Sewing Guild
(1st & 2nd Waunar|wydd) MrsAnne Tinkler 879755
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01792 792010

Nantyffin Road South
Llansamlet
Swansea

Swansea Greyhounds
Presents
Racing every Saturday and Tuesday
at 7.30pm

A largefunction room is also available for Wed-
dings, Birthdays and Anniversaries

For enquiries and competitive prices
Telephone 01792 579368
(Children are Welcome)

A very happy Priest's Corner!
new year to

everyone.
Although the Christmas decorations (for
most people anyway) have now been saf ely
put away for another year, we've continued
as a church to celebrate the joy of Jesus'
birth into the season of Epiphany. Talking
of which, | appreciated this post-
Christmas letter from the Times:

o

Sir, Why, even before we have reached the 8" Day of
Christ mas, have all the television stations taken down their
Christmas decorations? Even the pagans kept their trees in
the house for the first 12 days of Christmas, in case the
spirit of the tree invaded the building. Many of us Christians
keep our trees up for the full 40 days of the festival, which
lasts until Candlemas. | nstead of celebrating Advent, most
people have been swept up with the frenzied and chaotic
Xmas thing, which generates chaos instead of peace, and
greed rather than giving, and so are tired of decorations
that were put up far too early. | m continuing to enjoy
Christmas and looking f orward to Epiphany on Sunday *

Now | know Tesco and the others had already started selling
Easter eggs when | read that, but at the time of writing this
article we're still in Epiphany - a Christian feast that
originated in the East to honour Jesus' baptism - and then
celebrated in the West from the fourth century where it
became associated with the manifestation of Christ to the
first Gentiles to worship him - the Magi, the Wise Men. The
actual word - “Epiphany” - derives from the Greek for
'manif estation’ - or revealing - revealing what? Well the light
of Christ that has come into the world. God incarnate
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revealing himseif, coming amongst us in Jesus Christ. |
love the fact that we have afaith that's 'enfleshed’ - that
God somehow sacralizes and makes special our physical
existence.

We begin a new year that once again will probably bring
with it events like not hing we've ever witnessed before in
human history. Do we believe God is at work in the world
he created? Do we believe he has really shown what he's
like in his Son Jesus Christ? Do we believe God has
somet hing special for us as a community in Waunarlwydd
this year? Do we believe he wants us to respond to his
call of love to us - you and me - personally; to be involved
in the work of his Kingdom. | think you might be relieved
toread that | do (& | hope | wouldn't be here if | didn't)
- but what is our response going to be?

John the Baptist sought to prepare the way for the
coming king. His message for all the people was simple - no
fuss or ostentation, no cleverness or manipulation -
straight from the hip: "Repent for the kingdom of heaven
is near”

'Repent’ - change your ways, turn ‘round - do a 180° - if
you've been going one way, turn around and start travelling
inadifferent direction. Sure everything ‘appeared fine'
on the surface - the Jews had a new temple; they'd
established worship services; the holiness religious party
was at least in control of local politics. Yet John rebukes
them for having a shallow religion - even calling the top
religious leaders nominal Jews - While their Judaism
might have looked good it wasn't useful for anything

And then his message "Get ready! The King is coming”. The
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§ February 12™
2.00 Home Communion — Ty Victoria Residential
Home
Abercraf) Diocesan Parish Development Grou

N P P

A 7-30 Inquirers Group #2 (Christianity Explored) @

“\ Vicarage

“\ February 13"
1oa3|0 I;oly Communion followed by Lenten Study group (1)
and lunc

N 7.00 EveninghLenten Study Group (1) at the Vicarage
February 14'
7.30 Vicarage home group/Bible study

N February 17" (2" Sunday in Lent)
8.30  Holy Eucharist

§ 10.00 Family %ommunion and Junior Church
February 19" November 20

§ 1.30 Bristol Chentre for Youth Ministry
February 20"

§ 10.30 Holy Communion followed by Lenten Study group (2)
and lunch

§ 7.00 Evening Lenten Study Group (2) at the Vicarage
February 21

N 7.30 Vicarage home group/Bible study

o, February 24" (3" Sunday in Lent)

N 8.30  Holy Eucharist
10.00 Family Communion and Junior Church

«, February 25"
2.30 Liwchwr Deaanery Chapter Meeting @ Loughor
February 27"

N 10.30 Holy Communion followed by Lenten Study group (3)
and lunch

§ 7.00 Evening Lenten Study Group (3) at the

%, Vicarage

%, February 28"

"\ 7.30  Vicarage home group/Bible study

AY
AY
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WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY

;SIS

*\ February 2"
Beacons/Renewal Day @ Brecon Cathedral 10.30-
130
Archbishop Rowan Williams on Renewing the
Mission
February 3" Candlemas/Sunday before Lent
N 8.30  Holy Eucharist
N} 10.00 Family Service
%, 6.00 Evening Worship & Prayer for healing

% February 4™
A\ 1.00  Meeting with Stuart and Pru Bell, St. Michael's
A\ Aberystwyth
% February 5"
AN Home Communions:
A 10.30 Maria Rees
11.30 Ty Waunarlwydd Residential Home
February 6" Ash Wednesday
10.30 Holy Communion - followed by refreshments
Home Communions:
11.30 Joan Gammon
12.00 Lil Jones
7.00 Holy Communion
February 7" November 8
Home Communions:
10.00 Ted & Ceinwen Rees
10.30 Mabel Evans
11.00 Ashgrove Nursing Home
N\ 7.30  Vicarage home group/Bible study
\ February 8"
:§ 7.30 City Praise — St. Peter’s, Cockett
February 10™ (1*' Sunday in Lent)
9.30 Joint Service of Holy Communion
« February 11"
3\ 2.00 Mothers Union Lenten Quiet Hour — St. Mary’s Church 2
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Scriptures tell us the people were filled with expectation' - —
and they had good reason to be. For a start the Jewish
nation had experienced over 400 years of comparative
silence. God had always spoken to his people through his
prophets, but now the prophetic voice of God was silent. And
then Malachi closes out the Old Testament with the
prophecy of another prophet coming before the day of the
Messiah. And here he is: John the Baptist. The gospels
don't give us much background on John because he was so
famous. He was the Billy Graham of his day. And his ministry
was to prepare the people for what Jesus had for them. He
was the one making the roads smooth and straight - like the
servants who would go before the King to make sure the
road he was going to travel was level. Getting rid of the
potholes.

And his was a simple message: "if the King is coming into
your heart, make sure the road is smoot hed out !"

Then, as now, John was pitching his message into a time of
crisis. Apparently there are two Chinese symbols making up
the word crisis - one that signifies danger, the other
opportunity. Would they accept the king into their lives?
Would they reject him in favour of the comfortable status
quo? Would they say yes?! Because that's what Jesus said to
his Father in being willing to be baptised. But what kind of
King was he?

Well it's quite obvious that at this critical moment, with
everyone watching what he'd do - and then over and over
again - Jesus chose what Henri Nouwen calls 'the descending
way' - the downward direction - and that a muddy river was
the place where God chose to appear - this was an epiphany -
the way of hiddenness - a descending way - joining the ranks

Page 5



of sinners who were being baptized by John in the
Jordan river. And then there were all the many miracles
that always seemed to express his prof ound compassion
for suffering humanity, never attempts to call attention
to himself. As a rule Jesus even instructed those he's
cured not to talk to others about it and as his life
continued, Jesus' became increasingly aware that he'd
been called to fulfil his vocation in the worst kind of
suffering and death.

So along with the wise men trekking all that way (from
Persia/ I ran) probably, we celebrate Epiphany. Matthew
doesn't bother telling us exactly how many there were,
what was important was that they were from the east -
outsiders who'd come to pay homage to the baby King -
the very and only Son of an awesome God, who loves each
one of us so much that he ripped open the heavens and
sent his Son to die on earth.

I nall of this, it's revealed - it becomes plain to us - that
God has willed to show his love for the world by
descending more and more deeply into human frailty
e So is he disinterested in what's happening in
Kenya, in Pakistan; in the Middle East or
Palestine? NO he sent his Son;
e |Is he untouched by our pain and distress - the
families of those whove lost loves ones over
Christmas? NO he sent Jesus

Do you remember how in Luke's gospel, J esus announces
what he's about in the Saturday morning church service:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
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St David's Day

Who was Saint David?

Saint David
(known as Dewi
Sant in the
Welsh language)
is the patron
saint of Wales.
He was a Celtic
monk who lived
in the 6th
Century and was
Archbishop of
Wales. His
influence is
shown by the
number of
churches
dedicated to him
in Wales.
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o Get going in Lent o
?:: Lent starts very early this year - on Feb 6" once o
i;K; again there will be Lent Savings Boxes available to ;e

i help us all to contribute to the support of the church ii
¥ word-wide through the USPG Anglicans in World-wide 3
¥ Mission. If we don't support them, who else is going ¥
¥ t0? Your average man-in-the-street who pays no heed %
ito the claims of God upon him is certainly not going to ;‘
i; bother. So please take a box and use it with the same *
§§ generosity which you have shown in the past for which ;e
* we are so grateful. ;
i In addition to the Savings Boxes there will be ié
% booklet s available for you called "Love one another”.

i It is a Lent Bible Study of 5 sessions - one a week! It §
9% can be used individually or in groups, and we hope ;e
i everybody will make use of it and find it helpful. 22
QVZ There will be two groups using it in the Parish - one i
i: will be meeting in the Vicarage on Wednesdays at 7pm §
¥ (thanks to lan and Sue), and the other is going to be 3
i set up with the congregation at the 10.30 am o
‘ Eucharist on Wednesday mornings. But if you can't i
jj come to either of these, how about setting up a group ¥
9” of your won, with your friends and neighbours, in your ;5
iown home, or making use of the Church or Hall if they 9:

;”5 are available. We are ready to give you all the help we %:f
i: can, so please do think about it and don't be af raid to o

94

s ask for help if you need it. We want as many people ;i
3 as possible to be involved in it, so that we may all grow 3

i inour love for each other and of all God's people i
i everywhere. May God bless you in all you try to do §
;K;for love of Him this Lent. ;e
% Douglas %
o o
i%%%%%9:%9:%9:%9:%9:%9:%9:%9:%%%%%9.69’%9’%9’%9’%9%9%9‘59‘@‘5#@%9‘@'@% "R .é;s
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anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaimthe year of the Lords favour (Lk 4:18
-19)

I wonder if we really 'get’ how radical a claim that was.
God didn't seem to be saying "This is a nice Jewish boy
who will help us live nice moral lives” What God was
saying is ... "This is the Messiah - this is my Servant”.
my Son whom | love, the one who will rescue and
restore Israel, and draw all nations to salvation.

God invites us to say “Yes" in 2008 (can you believe
we're there already?). Yes to his grand rescue scheme,
where we're brought back into a relationship with God -
forgiven, restored and made whole. Yes to the promises
made in our baptisms about following him as his
disciples and living accordingly. And more importantly
God invites us to say 'yes' to the coming of his kingdom
in our daily lives, where we fret about doing it our way
and getting \ what we want; where saying Yes to God is
so hard.

So much in my life, if |'m honest (looking back), has
been about seeking influence, power, success - and
popularity. But this baptismal way of Jesus is the way
of “hiddenness", powerlessness and littleness. |t
doesn't seem a very appealing way in today's celebrity
culture, does it? Yet when we enter into true, deep
communion with Jesus we find that it is this small way
that leads to real peace and joy - as we allow his Spirit
to make his home in us. | 'd love this to be a year when
you hear God speaking - personally - and try and hear
this intimate promise taken from Isaiah 43 for yourself
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- put your own name in where you read Jacob or Israel:

"This is what the Lord says - he who created you Jacob; he
who formed you Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine. For | am the Lord
your God, the Holy One of | srael, your Saviour ...Because you
are precious in my sight and honoured and | love you | give
people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.

Lots of love from us as a family. lan, Sue and Joel.

Page 8



