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Sunday Services Weekday Services
8.30 am Holy Eucharist Wednesday @ 10.30am

10.00 am Family Communion and Holy Communion followed
Junior Church (1% Sunday in month by refreshments

Family Service)
For details of other servicesand
Evening wor ship: festivals please see parish
1% Sunday in month @ 6.00 pm there magazine announcements or
will be a mor e informal wor ship/ keep an eye on the church no-
healing service tice boards

Please contact vicar to discuss Baptisms, Marriages etc.

Feeling unwell or unable to cometo church?

Please let us know. We’d love to come and visit you, pray with you or bring
you Home Communion. If you would appreciate a visit please get in contact:

there is a pastoral visiting team within the Parish (See Margaret Holland
and Antony Bidder—contact details inside back cover)
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Priest’'s Corner!

“It’s coming on Christmas, they’re cutting
down trees, they’re putting up reindeer
and singing songs of joy and peace; oh |
wish | had ariver | could skate away on...”

In a fairly recent survey of primary school

children when they were asked what was the

most important thing they were aiming for in
life, sadly it was all about getting rich or being a celebrity. Mind
you things were more positive when they were asked who is the
most important person? Because God came out on top. But the
bad news was that running God a close second was? — yep you
guessed it - Wayne Rooney!
Scarier still was the 9 year old boy from a school in the East
End of London who came to his Christian teacher after seeing a
school nativity play for the first time with two questions he
wanted her to answer. “First miss” (he said) “why ain’t | never
‘eard that story before?” And then the second one: “Miss, why
did they ‘ave to give the baby a swear word for a name?”

So to some Christmas may be an old, even too familiar
story: but not everyone. For some it brings joy. To others
pressure, hassle, debt, even loneliness

For centuries now Christmas has been synonymous with
the giving and receiving of gifts. And | just want to say
something about gifts or presents because amidst all the
commercial insanity (with something probably in excess of £15
billion pounds anticipated to be spent over the season in the UK
alone) the greatest gift of Christmas, a gift that went way
beyond all our expectations, is in danger of being missed. Mind
you it's not helped by some of the advertising. Borders had an
interesting poster in its window one recent Christmas. It read:
“Drown out the carol singers; have you had enough of silent
nights” — and guess what it was advertising? The Darkness’s
new CD — One way ticket to hell and back.” Interesting and a
mite ironic | thought at the time.
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Anyway, here are just three things about God’s gift of the baby
King Jesus:

FIRST it's a gift that's more personal than we could ever
imagine. I've got to be honest — when | gave my wife Sue an
ironing board a few years back, it wasn’t the most romantic and
creative I've ever been. But those Art Deco earrings from
Prague — ahh well, that was another story. We all want personal
gifts: ones that show they really involved the giver in thinking
about us and that surprise us.

“To us a child is born...a son is given.” — that's one of
many birth announcements from God. If they’d read their
scriptures many people of the time would have known this one -
but they still missed its significance. In fact in the Old
Testament scriptures there are hundreds of prophecies -
detailed announcements - that Jesus, the King, was coming. So
why was it missed? Because no one expected God to come like
that: to make himself vulnerable - but that is just what this God
of surprises did. He didn’t come with force to kick out the
Romans, but to change people’s lives from the inside. And that’s
the significance of a baby born in poor surroundings in a smelly
stable; and the angels deciding to go first to the riff-raff of
society — the shepherds, not royalty - to announce the king’s
birth

SECOND, it's a gift that completely exceeds our
expectations. Have you ever seen the wonder in a child’s eyes
when they discover something unexpected in the wrapping?
Joel, my 17 year old was unwrapping what he thought was an
empty guitar case badly disguised as Father Christmas a couple
of years ago — only to find a hand built Lowden acoustic guitar
(the best, honest).

It's a poor picture really, but God is so lavish in his love
for us. The gospel writer John puts it this way: that God loved
the world so much that he gave his only Son so that whoever
entrusts their life to him will not perish but have eternal life.

There’s always the wonderful appeal of things in the TV
adverts isn’'t there? That amazing food slicer or electric meat
carver that doesn’'t exactly work in the same way we saw it
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demonstrated and so ends up being shoved in the back of a
cupboard somewhere. But this gift of God, this offer of a
personal relationship with a King, is forever.

Isn’'t it great news in a transient world of throwaway
things and relationships that Jesus promises never to leave!
This is something that’'s never past it's sell-by-date, or ‘old hat’,
un-cool - and never in danger of breaking down — because it's
not perishable .

So the gift of Jesus is personal; it surpasses all our expectations
and THIRD: we don’t get this incredible gift because we deserve
it, but because God loves us.

Now come on, let’s be honest — haven’t we all said to our
children that Santa won’t come if they’ve been naughty — and of
course its tantamount to blackmail, but under stress we’ll resort
to anything to get them to behave. I'm always struck by the
same Christmas notice that always appears in the window of a
Morriston butcher as | travel down from the Crematorium: “Take
the burden out of Christmas — join our Christmas Club.”
Christmas — a burden?! How very sad, and yet how very true for
SO many.

So let’s listen to some good stuff from Paul’s letter to
Titus in the New Testament. When the goodness and loving
kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not
because of the good things we did, but because of his mercy.
He washed away our sins and gave us a new life through the
Holy Spirit

Again in his letter to the church in Rome: God showed his love
for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.

So let’'s be careful not to romanticize the stable scene. This
baby Jesus came with a job to do:
to carry the can for all our wrongdoing
to die on a cross to break the power in ourselves that
always wants to self-destruct
to bring us under a new reign where love and justice
prevail — where we feel a connection and responsibility
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to those around us — and where we don’t have to
struggle for an identity based on how we look or how
much we earn, or how famous we are

So this Christmas, in all the frenzy let’s not miss this gift
of love. God has gone to all these lengths because he cares
passionately for each one of us.

In a Times leading article on Christmas Eve last year
Magnus Linklater was intrigued to know why three-quarters
of those attending midnight services across the country —
some if whom will hardly have been inside a church building
since the same time the previous year - actually do so. He
offers some possibilities: duty? guilt? a lingering residue of
Christian belief? the chance to belt out a few familiar tunes
before the rigours of Christmas Day? Well maybe. But his
conclusion was interesting. Perhaps, he says, “in the end it
IS something of that wonder and amazement that fills our
churches at Christmas.”

If we look inside ourselves for a moment, | wonder is
there a deep desire in all of us to experience the glory for
which we were made, but only get glimpses of? C.S. Lewis
who, as you know, wrote the Narnia books says:

“We want something else which can be hardly put into
words — to be united with the beauty we see, to pass into
it, to receive it into ourselves, to bathe in it, to become
part of it...At present we are on the outside of that world,
the wrong side of the door. We discern the freshness
and purity of morning, but they don’t make us fresh and
pure. We can’t mingle with the splendours we see. But
all the leaves of the New Testament are rustling with the
rumour that it will not always be so. Some day, God
willing, we shall getin.”

Lewis said he came into Christianity “kicking and
screaming”. He said "You must picture me alone in that room
in Magdalen (his Oxford College), night after night, feeling,
whenever my mind lifted, even for a second from my work,
the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom | so
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earnestly desired not to meet. That which | greatly feared
had at last come upon me. So in the Trinity Term of 1929 |
gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and
prayed: perhaps, that night, the most dejected and
reluctant convert in all England”

When Lewis decided to follow Jesus, it was like the snow
melted from his heart (just like in ‘The Lion the Witch and
the Wardrobe’ film). He came to Christmas, and Christmas
— Jesus - came and met him, and transformed his life.

With our love this Christmas, lan, Sue and Joel.
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Dear Friends
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P fon fandS What a great afternoon we had shared with
Brenda Lewis and Sedge her hearing dog.

She gave us the history of the charity and explained to us the
difference that Sedge and others like him make to peoples’
lives. She sent us a lovely letter if thanks which is on the
notice board. Please read it — it made me feel proud of you
all for the warmth and generosity you showed her.
Congratulations to Elaine and Sue Howells on their beautiful
new arrival Ali who has made them a proud grandmother and
great grandmother. What a joy! We wish new parents and
baby lots of love.
We have collected £157 so far in memory of Chris. The
Leukaemia Ward is in need of a blood pressure machine on a
stand. Andrea is going to speak to family and friends in the
hope that we can raise enough to buy one. | sincerely thank
you all for your donations and will keep you informed.
We are looking forward to our Christmas lunch at the Gower
Golf Club on 30" November. Jen has worked hard as she has
arranged two functions which have been very close together.
Thanks, Jen.
Our last meeting is on 4™ December where lan is joining us
for carols and festivities. We are also enrolling Doreen, Eva
and Elaine which | am really thrilled about. All three ladies
are already valued greatly for their commitment and support.
Eva has worked away quietly for years, knitting for the baby
unit, care homes and South African AIDS babies. Everyone
is welcome, the more the merrier, but please will you let me
know if you are bringing friends, only so we have enough food
and chairs. | have asked in all the homes if they would like to
bring anyone along that would enjoy a break.
Our AGM will take place on 8" January and it's important that
you attend. | am glad that our tribute has not increased for
2008.
Shortly Carol will distribute your envelopes. Please could you
return them no later than 31% December. (Do not leave in
Church).
We have been asked to take part in the Christmas famine
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appeal again where each person eating Christmas lunch
donates 20p. If any of the congregation would like to support
this we would be very grateful.

News from Council Meeting at Brecon

Last year's Mother’'s Day Campaign raised £120,000 and will

be repeated In 2008. Action + Qutreach are starting a new

project along with Safety in the Home and Away From It All

Holidays. We have been asked to make story bags for the

family centre in Bonymaen and Brecon Sure Start. The bags

will contain jigsaws, books and games to enable parents to

teach the children to read. We will be given a list of suitable

books for pre-school and junior school.

Sometime next year we can look forward to two new

publications.

1. Family First — which will eventually replace Home and
Family and will be aimed at members and non-members.

2. Families Worldwide — which will be a (you’re not going to
believe this!) FREE publication to every member.
(Hooray!) This will be launched next Autumn with four
issues per annum.

| have been sent forms for the 2008 Roadshow at St Davids

Hall Cardiff on 19" June so think about this and we’ll discuss

it at the AGM along with our New Theme.

SKIP — when | was on holiday Freda Phillips accompanied
Jen to the prison for a “taster”. Volunteers are still needed so
let us know if you are interested. We have a meeting with all
the volunteers, the chaplaincy team and management on
December 5™.

Ailsa and her husband had a wonderful time at Buckingham
Palace. A great recognition for all her work at the Prison.

Birthdays
December — Carol

January Chris Hedley, Eileen and Betty.
Love and best wishes to you all.

Please support all events and services. Don’t be put off as
there is always someone to give you a lift.
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We remember all those who are ill in our prayers. We
hope that Colin Bidder will soon be feeling better and are
grateful that Lil Jones is doing well.

| look forward to seeing you all on 11" December.

Many thanks to Joan. Jean Schunemann’s relative, who
has kindly knitted beautiful blankets for our elderly and
sick. The first went to one of our pensioners who
recently had a hip operation and she was very grateful.
Jean has given us more which will be given to Ty
Victoria and Ty Waunarlwydd as Ashgrove has been
given two batches.

Love and best wishes

Margaret

| will be your guide

Peace and Love will follow me
and | will be your guide.

The deaf will hear, the blind will see,
Peace and love will follow me,
When you are troubled walk with me,
I'll be by your side.

Peace and love will follow me,
And | will be your guide.

Poem by Elizabeth Graydon (MU member)
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@ 2000 Randy Glasbergen. www.glasbergen.com

“For an old fashioned til-death-do-us-part marriage,
press 1. For a short term, easy-out marriage, press 2.
If you’re already having naughty thoughts about
the best man or maid of honor, press 3....”

DoG CHRISTMASES
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-Junior Church News
Hi,

Many thanks to everyone who so kindly
donated pasta at Harvest time - these ]
offerings tied in nicely with our theme of ‘Caring and Sharlng o
and Giving’ in Sunday School. We have had lots of stories
and crafts — ‘The Creation’ , where God has asked us to take -
care of hisworld; ‘The Lost Sheep’ (thanks girls for making °
100 cotton wool sheep! They have already been recycled as .
part of our Nativity stories!) when we heard that God loves us
very much and takes care of us; and The
Prodigal Son where we learnt that God cares
greatly for us and rejoices when we come to
him. We have continued with this theme for
the Nativity - the greatest gift that anyone
could ever give, when God sent us his son as
alittle baby.  The children have understood these stories so
well and were inspired to share what they have with others —
hence the Shoebox Appeal. We managed to send 26
completed shoeboxes full of gifts for various age groups, |
think it was 6 ladies, 1 man, 1 teenage boy, 3 young boys, 2 °
babies and LOTS of girls! Many, many thanks. Itisso nice -
to think that those who have so little will have a box of gifts o
for Christmas. We shall do the same again next year, so if _
you see any bargains throughout the year ( that will fitinto a o
shoebox! ), stock up ready!!
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Datesfor Diaries: -

Dec2™ - Family Service 10 am
(plus Baptism of Caraand Ella)

I| Dec 9" - NO church service but a
/ Nativity Rehearsal at 10am.
-Confirmation Servicewith the
Bishop in our church at 3pm. When
we welcome (amongst others) Rachel, Rachael, Cara and
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- = Elinor.
) ¥ Padiy Dec 16" - Sunday
,'.I-.__. :l'_.- % 1, 11 School
i Y Dec 18" (Tuesday) -
{ t‘.‘-"'"f'_'-ﬂ._ _ Carol Singing around
B TN BT village - detailsto
b S A DR follow
U — | Dec 20" (Thursday) -
M Ew_-mt- “Carol Service

Dec23? - Joint
Service including the presentation of the Nativity by the
Sunday School children at 9.30 am. Please arrive by 8.45 am
for costume changes and a quick musical run through!!
Dec 24™ - Crib Serviceat 4pm. A beautiful short service
especially for the younger members of our church
congregation. Please come along and bring your family and
friends! You are never too old to hear the Christmas Story!!

Dec 30" - No Sunday School
Jan 6" - Family Service and Christingle 10am

Jan 13" - Back to normal!! Sunday School at 10am.

Wishing you all ahappy and
peaceful Christmas Time -
(and thanks to everyone who
has supported us in Sunday
School thisyear). Look
forward to seeing you al in the
New Year.

Debbie (for Sunday
School)

Oo0oo0oo0oDo0oDOoo0oDoDo0Do0Dooo0oo0DoDo0o0oooo0oo0DoDooDooooaoaoao

o o o e o o o o o o o s o e o o R o A o o A

a



Parish Rota

Sunday December 2nd - 1st Sunday of Advent
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Family Eucharist
Sidespeople at 10.00am Family Eucharist Margaret and
Freda
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Yvonne Meredith
Reader at 10.00am Family EucharistJaki Truscott
Children's Window Mary
Refreshments at Family Eucharist - Jen Wittey & Alison S
Sanctuary Flowers Today —
Chancel Flowers Today -

We are asked to remember in our prayers today

All those who live in Mynydd Bach y Glo

Sunday December 9th - 2nd Sunday of Advent
Today’s Services

3.00pm Parish Confirmation and Holy Eucharist
Sidespeople at 3pm Holy Eucharist Andrea and Debbie
Reader at 3pm Holy Eucharist Myrtle Prowse
Children's Window Debbie
Sanctuary Flowers Today — P Mort
Chancel Flowers Today - V Grey

We are asked to remember in our prayers today

All those who live in Oak Drive

Sunday December 16th - 3rd Sunday of Advent
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist

10.00am Holy Eucharist

Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Glenys and Jen
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Ann Tinkler

Reader at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Phyllis Prevel
Children's Window Bev
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Sanctuary Flowers Today — E Kite —
Chancel Flowers Today -
We are asked to remember in our prayers today
All those who live in Roseland Road

Sunday December 23rd - 4th Sunday of Advent
Today’s Services

9.30am Holy Eucharist and Nativity Play
Sidespeople at 9.30am Holy Eucharist—Margaret and Freda
Reader at 9.30am Holy Eucharist  Glenys Phillips
Children's window Sue (Christmas)
Sanctuary Flowers Today — C & J Watts
Chancel Flowers Today -

We are asked to remember in our prayers today

All those who live in Rosewarne Close

Monday December 24 (Christmas Eve)
4.00 Children’s Crib Service
11.30 Midnight Eucharist (Carols from 11.00)

December 25—Christmas Day
10.00 Holy Communion

Sunday December 30th - 1st Sunday of Christmas
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist
Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist—Andrea and Chris G
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Mair Cornish
Reader at 10.00am Family Eucharist - Alison Sandy
Children's window Christmas
Sanctuary Flowers Today —
Chancel Flowers Today -
We are asked to remember in our prayers today
All those who live in Sardis Close
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Sunday January 6th
Today’s Services

8.30am Holy Eucharist

Sidespeople at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Glenys and Jen
Reader at 8.30am Holy Eucharist — Yvonne Meredith
Reader at 10.00am Holy Eucharist Cari Griffiths
Children's window Sue (Epiphany)
Refreshments at Family Eucharist -

Sanctuary Flowers Today —

Chancel Flowers Today -

We are asked to remember in our prayers today

All those who live in St Barnabas Close

Should server s sidespeople or reader s be unableto
attend on a Sunday that they are on duty would they
please arrange for someoneto taketheir place or
inform the Vicar well in advance- Thank you.

(P. Garland Thomas& S. Lee) j
31 St James Gardens Upland, Swansea. :
also at
462 Gower Road, Killay, Swansea.

and
3 Gorwydd Road, Gowerton, Swansea.
Telephone 643840—24 Hours

A privately owned business
Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Please Support those who support us- The advertisers
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HOSPITAL TO HOME BEFRIENDING SCHEME
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT - SINGLETON HOSPITAL
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Do you feel able to help an older person, when they retumn home from hospital?

Are you able to visit or telephone someone in their own home for a fimited period of
time?

Would you like to join a friendly team of volunteers?

The scheme aims to assist and befriend recently discharged elderly patients, who
are in need of additional support for a period of 6 ~ B weeks.

* Reducing loneliness and isolation.
* To adjust and gain confidence.

* Access facilities within the Community,

In retum, you will receive ongoing training, support and out-of-pocket expenses. If

you are interested in the above scheme and would like more information, please
contact: -

Amanda Moss Mary Tayior
INVOLVE Volunteering Project Singleton Hospital Social Work Department
® 01792 457299 ® 01792 285255

%
CITY AND CouNty or Swansra
Biwas a Sin Asentaws




RUNNING OUT OF TIME BEFORE
CHRISTMAS?

HERE'S A RECIPE THAT' ISQUICK AND EASY
AND MAY BE USEFUL TO THE MORE HARD-

PRESSED!

Fruit cake recipe
Ingredients:
acup of water acup of sugar
4 |large eggs 2 cups of dried fruit
1 teaspoon of baking powder 1 teaspoon salt
1 cup brown sugar lemon juice
Nuts 1 bottle Whisky
Method:

o Sample the whisky to check for quality.

o Takealargebowl. Check thewhisky again. To be sureit
is of the highest quality, pour one level cup and drink.
Repeat.

e Turn on the electric mixer, beat one cup of butter in a
large fluffy bowl. Add one teaspoon of sugar and beat
again.

o Make surethe whisky is still OK. Cry another tup.

e Turn off the mixerer. Break two leggs and add to the
bowl and chuck in the cup of dried fruit. Mix on the
turner. If the dried fruit gets stuck in the beaterers, pry it
loose with adrewscriver.

o Sample the whisky and check it for tonsisticity.

e Next sift 2 cupsof salt. Or something. Who cares?
Check the whisky.

o Now sift the lemon juice and strain your nuts. Add one
table. Spoon. Of sugar or something. Whatever you can
find. Greasethe oven. Turn the cake tin to 350 degrees.

e Don't forget to beat off the turner. Throw the bowl! out of
the window, check the whisky again and go to bed.
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. Oh we did have a good night at the quiz on Friday,
 fun and laughter all the way — entertainment, food -
. and drink — what a fab way to kick start the festive |
» season. It was lovely to see some familiar faces -
. that we haven’t seen for some time. .

. The evening was very successful thanks to it .
: being extremely well supported, many thanks
. for raffle donations. A big THANKYOU to the
. team for all their hard work - working quietly
: and diligently behind the scenes.

. And the big news is........we have
* raised.........

£461!11
Well done folks!

Andrea

£50

Is to be donated to Church

Funds following the

Ladies Guild tripto
Bath




This Year's First Christmas Joke
Three men died on Christmas Eve and were met by Saint Peter
at the Pearly gates.

"In honor of this holy season" Saint Peter said, "You must each
possess something that symbolizes Christmas to get into
heaven."

The first man fumbled through his pockets and pulled out a
lighter. He flicked it on. "It represents a candle", he said.
"You may pass through the pearly gates” Saint Peter said.

The second man reached into his pocket and pulled out a set of
keys. He shook them and said, "They're bells.”

Saint Peter said "You may pass through the pearly gates".

The third man started searching desperately through his
pockets and finally pulled out a pair of women's panties.

St. Peter looked at the man with a raised eyebrow and asked,
"And just what do those symbolize?"

The man replied, "These are Carols."

And So The Christmas Season Begins......







